NYON   AND   BEYOND

the Anti-Comintern Pact. All these events were in varying
degrees challenges to collective security and League action.

Eden's first response was to use a routine Government
speech at Llandudno as a serious call to the nations. Our be-
lief in Non-intervention c does not mean that we are prepared
to acquiesce in dilatory tactics. If the Committee is now un-
able to make progress, as it was unable to make progress last
July, then I fear it is useless to conceal from ourselves the
gravity of the situation. ... I for one should certainly not be
prepared to utter criticisms of any nation which, if such
conditions continue, felt compelled to resume its freedom of
action. . . . We have said more than once that we in this
country have no concern with the forms of governments of
foreign states. . . . But such toleration must be general, and,
if we have no intention to seek to make all States in Europe
democratic, so others should not seek to make all states in
Europe either Fascist or Communist/

Then to the particular point, which was aimed perhaps
more directly at his Cabinet colleagues than at Hitler and
Mussolini: * I am as anxious as anybody to remove disagree-
ments with Germany and Italy, or any other country, but we
must make sure that in trying to improve the situation in one
direction it does not deteriorate in another. In such an event
our last state might be no better or even worse than the
former. We are ready and eager to make new friends, but
we will not do that by parting with old ones. . . . We are in
a period of storm and challenge when the hope is openly
avowed that the variety of international anxieties will pre-
vent effective resistance to unlawful causes in any one sphere.
This is dangerous doctrine. No nation will profit by such
practices in the end. There will be a Nemesis.*

One paper reveals that the 'Tory sounding-board' had
been used on this speech. If that is so, it aroused no enthus-
iasm in the quarters for which it was intended. Right-
Wingers in England were embarrassed by the manner in
which the Entente was monopolized by Left-Wingers in
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